that Meir holds it is permitted to fast on the day before or the day after 
a day on which it is prohibited to do so. ] Hence in the view of R. 

Meir. there IS no problem, for the purpose in listing Nicanor’s day is to 
prohibit the day before the fourteenth. [That is, the thirteenth of Adar, 
Nicanor’s day, is prohibited as to tasting. But it is permitted to fast on 
the twelfth.] But so far as R. Yosé is concerned, what is the day [that 
the specification of Nicanor’s day, namely, the thirteenth of Adar,] has 
come to prohibit [as to fasting]? If we deal with the day prior to the 
fourteenth of Adar. that is not possible, for it itself is forbidden as to 
fasting because of the fourteenth of Adar [that is Purim] 


1:3: But as to Sabbaths and festival days, one may fast both on the day 
before them and on the day after them. Why do you impose a lenient 
rule on these [Sabbaths and festivals] and a strict rule on those [the 
days listed in the fasting scroll]? [Why is there a prohibition of fasting 
or mourning not only on the day but also on the day before and 
afterward where the dates mentioned in the fasting scroll are 
concerned?] The answer is that these days [Sabbaths and festivals] 
derive from the teachings of the Torah, and the teachings of the Torah 
do not require reenforcement. 


1:4: Both R. Haninah and R. Jonathan say, “The rules of the fasting 
scroll have been annulled.” Both R. Ba and R. Simon say, “The rules 
of the fasting scroll have been annulled.” R. Joshua b. Levi said, “The 
rules of the fasting scroll have been annulled.” Said R. Yohanan, “Last 
night I was repeating the following: “There was a case in which they 
decreed a fast on Hanukkah in Lud, and they said concerning R. 
Eliezer that on that day he got a haircut [which is not to be done on a 
fast day]. “And concerning R. Joshua that he took a bath [also 
prohibited on a fast day]. [Thus Eliezer and Joshua maintain that it is 
forbidden to fast on Hanukkah, just as the fasting scroll says, and so 
the laws remain valid.] “Said to them R. Joshua, ‘Go and carry out a 
fast, because you fasted on this day [Hanukkah, when it is forbidden] 
[T. Ta. 2:5]. “Now can you really say, therefore, that the laws of the 
fasting scroll have been annulled?” Said R. Ba, “And even if you 
maintain that the laws of the fasting scroll have been annulled, you 
cannot possibly say that the observance of Hanukkah and Purim has 
been annulled!” 
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